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We don’t always like politicians and the things 

that governments do... but the business of 

politics touches every aspect of our lives. And 

whilst we might criticise governments for some 

of their policies, it has to be better than having 

no government at all. Society just wouldn’t 

function without an elected body to decide, 

say, what taxes will be levied, how those 

taxes will be spent on things like health and 

education or how the country will be defended.

But no matter whether government makes 

you feel angry or reassured, it’s worth having 

a knowledge of how the whole process of an 

elected government works.

Tackle MPs. Or maybe 
become one.
Knowledge is power. And this popular 

A Level gives you the knowledge to 

understand how government works, 

particularly in the UK, but also in other 

countries. If you want to work in local or 

national government and make a difference to 

society, this course is a valuable first step. There 

are other career options as well. Read on...

 
What’s in store?
During the first year of Government and 

Politics you’ll study two main themes. In the 

first half of the year, ‘People, Politics and 

Participation’ introduces issues like how is 

voting behaviour changing in elections? And 

do pressure groups strengthen or weaken 

It’s a 
love hate   

thing.



democracy? In the second half of the year you’ll study ‘Governing Modern Britain’.  This covers issues such as, what is parliament’s role in the UK political system? And do we have a prime ministerial government in the UK?
The second year of the course is where you will major in two topics of particular interest. Options include ‘The politics of the USA’, ‘Ideologies in action’ and ‘Perspectives on modern politics’. 

 
On your marks ...
Each year you’ll have two written papers to complete on the themes which you have studied. Each paper lasts for 90 minutes and contributes to 50% of your marks for that year. At the end of the first year your pass will be recognised with an AS level, and at the end of year two the full A Level. 

Where will success take me?
Many students who have taken the A Level in Government and Politics go on to study 

Politics at university. From there you might become a researcher, join local or national government or even start on the path to become a future Prime Minister! But there are other job options too. If you fancy a career in journalism or the media, this course is very useful. Students also go on to become teachers or work in the legal profession.



What skills will  I learn?
Government and Politics helps develop a number of new skills:• Undertaking research and analysis•  A deeper understanding of 
governments

•  Finding out about careers in 
politics.

Will it fit in my life?Students who take Government and Politics find it goes well with subjects like Citizenship, Economics and Sociology. It also supports Critical Thinking, Law and Media 

Studies. As government touches on literally every aspect of society, this course has universal appeal.

Can’t wait to get started?
Your tutor and career adviser will be the best people to help you decide whether this course is the right choice. They will be as passionate as you to find the best subject to develop your talents!
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