
 
 

Chatting in Old English 

English Old English How to say it 
Breaking the ice 

Hello Hwæt H-wat 
My name is [Bob] [Bob] is min nama Bob iss min nam-a 
Hello, I am an 
Englishman/woman 

Hwæt, Ic eom engliscman H-wat, itch e-om englishman 

Working 
What do you do? Hwelcne cræft canst þu?  H-welch-ne craft canst thu? 
I am a monk Ic eom munuc  Itch e-om mun-uc 
I am a hunter Ic eom hunta  Itch e-om hunt-a 
I am a shepherd Ic eom sceaphierde  Itch e-om she-ap-hee-urd-uh 
I make cheese Ic macie ciese  Itch mak-ee-uh chee-eh-suh 
Oh dear, that is hard work Eala, þæt is micel gedeorf  Ey-al-a, that iss mitch-el ye-

day-orf 
I have no money/gold Ic hæbbe nan goldes  Itch hab-be nan gold-es 

Clothing 
This cap is made from hare þeos cæppe is gearwod of 

haran 
they-oss cap-uh iss ye-aar-
wod off haa-rran 

I fear no hailstones Ic þracie nan hagolstanas  Itch thratch-ee-uh nan hag-
ol-stan-as 

My cape is thick Mine hacele is þicce  Min hack-el-uh iss thick-uh 
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Norman Words English Words 
crown, castle, prince, count, duke, viscount, 
baron, noble, sovereign, authority, obedience, 
servant, peasant, vassal, serf, labourer, charity, 
parliament, government, governor, city, court, 
judge, justice, accuse, arrest, sentence, appeal, 
condemn, plaintiff, bailiff, jury, felony, verdict, 
traitor, contract, damage, prison, army, armour, 
archer, battle, soldier, guard, courage, peace, 
enemy, destroy  
mansion, money, gown, boot, beauty, mirror, 
jewel, appetite, banquet, herb, spice, sauce, 
roast, biscuit, mason, painter, tailor, merchant, 
abbey, alliance, attire, defend, navy, march, 
dine, marriage, figure, plea, sacrifice, scarlet, 
spy, stable, virtue, marshal, esquire, retreat, 
park, reign, beauty, clergy, cloak, country, fool, 
coast, magic 

man, wife, child, son, daughter, brother, friend, 
live, fight, make, use, love, like, look, drink, food, 
eat, sleep, sing, sun, moon, earth, ground, wood, 
field, house, home, people, family, horse, fish, 
farm, water, time, eyes, ears, mouth, nose, 
strong, work, come, go, be, find, see, look, sun, 
first, many, one, two, other, some, what, when, 
which, where, water, earth, house, food, drink, 
sleep, sing, night, strong, baker, miller, 
shoemaker, leg, neck, freckle, sister, husband, 
fellow, wing, bull, score, seat, root, bloom, bag, 
gap, knife, dirt, kid, link, gate, sky, egg, cake, 
skirt, band, bank, birth, scrap, skill, thrift, 
window, gasp, gap, law, anger, trust, silver, 
clasp, call, crawl, dazzle, scream, screech, race, 
lift, get, give, are, take, mistake, rid, seem, want, 
thrust, hit, guess, kick, kill, rake, raise, smile, hug, 
call, cast, clip, die, flat, meek, rotten, tight, odd, 
rugged, ugly, ill, sly, wrong, loose, happy, 
awkward, weak, worse, low, both, same, 
together, again 
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