
Making Progress in History: 

T his sheet aims to give you an overview of the kinds of 

things good historians are able to do. During Key Stage 3 you 

will be given opportunities to improve your skills as an 

historian. Your feedback this year will keep referring back to 

the 6 things we believe good historians are able to do. This will 

help you to set yourself targets and get better at History. 

Every assessment you do will give you a number of points, which 

will help you keep track of your progress as the year goes on. 

What Do Good Historians Do? 

 

1 
Good Historians Explain Why Things Happen (LO1). 

They can show how events have many causes and how these link together 

(LO1.1). They can see that some causes are more important than others 

(LO1.2) and that things happen due to the actions of people but also oth-

er causes eg. the economy or politics (LO1.3)  

2 
Good Historians Are Skilful At Using Evidence (LO2). 

They can use evidence to make suggestions about what the past was 

like (LO2.1). They can compare different sources (LO2.2) and decide on 

the most useful ones to find out about a topic (LO2.3). They are also 

careful to think about how reliable evidence is (LO2.4&5) 

 

 

3 
Good Historians Think About Different Views In The Past (LO3). 

They understand that people in the past had very different ideas 

about the world than people today (LO3.1). They think about the time in 

which people lived and how this affected them (LO3.2). They use evi-

dence to empathise with people in the past (LO3.3), and they recognise that 

people had very different experiences depending on who they were and where 

they came from (LO3.4)  

4 
Good Historians Understand How Things Changed Or Stayed The Same 

(LO4). 

They understand that things in the past developed and changed over 

time (LO4.1). They understand that sometimes things stayed the same 

whilst other things developed rapidly (LO4.2). They can talk about turning 

points in history, and judge the pace and amount of change (LO4.3) 

 

 

5 
Good Historians Understand Other Historians’ Interpretations of the 

Past (LO5). 

They can identify what other people have said about the past (LO5.1) 

and understand people’s opinions of historical events (LO5.2). They 

carefully consider why people have different interpretations of the past 

(LO5.3) and think about how this affects their reliability. (LO5.4).  

 

6 
Good Historians Have Detailed Knowledge And Can Write Clearly (LO6). 

They have a detailed understanding of different periods of history 

and can use this knowledge to explain things (LO6.1) They are able to 

write in clear paragraphs (LO6.2) and build good historical arguments 

(LO6.3) 



Where am I in History? 

As you go through the year you will gain 

points for each of the 6 assessments you 

complete. This page is for you to fill in 

every time you get assessment feedback. 

Make sure you update this each time. You 

should set yourself a goal of where you 

would like to be by the end of the year.   
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Making Progress in History: 

T his sheet aims to give you an overview of the kinds of things good 

historians are able to do. During Key Stage 3 you will be given 

opportunities to improve your skills as an historian. Your feedback this year 

will keep referring back to the 6 things we believe good historians are able to 

do. This will help you to set yourself targets and get better at History. Every 

assessment you do will give you a number of points, which will help you keep 

track of your progress as the year goes on. 

What Do Good Historians Do? 

 

1 
Good Historians Explain Why Things Happen (LO1). 

They can show how events have many causes and how these link together 

(LO1.1). They can see that some causes are more important than others 

(LO1.2) and that things happen due to the actions of people but also other 

causes eg. the economy or politics (LO1.3)  

2 
Good Historians Are Skilful At Using Evidence (LO2). 

They can use evidence to make suggestions about what the past was like 

(LO2.1). They can compare different sources (LO2.2) and decide on the most 

useful ones to find out about a topic (LO2.3). They are also careful to think 

about how reliable evidence is (LO2.4) 

 

 

3 
Good Historians Think About Different Views In The Past (LO3). 

They understand that people in the past had very different ideas about the world 

than people today (LO3.1). They think about the time in which people lived and 

how this affected them (LO3.2). They use evidence to empathise with people in 

the past (LO3.3), and they recognise that people had very different experiences depending 

on who they were and where they came from (LO3.4)  

4 
Good Historians Understand How Things Changed Or Stayed The Same 

(LO4). 

They understand that things in the past developed and changed over time 

(LO4.1). They understand that sometimes things stayed the same whilst other 

things developed rapidly (LO4.2). They can talk about turning points in history, and judge 

the pace and amount of change (LO4.3) 

 

 

5 
Good Historians Understand Other Historians’ Interpretations of the Past 

(LO5). 

They can identify what other people have said about the past (LO5.1) and un-

derstand people’s opinions of historical events (LO5.2). They carefully consider 

why people have different interpretations of the past (LO5.3) and think about how this af-

fects their reliability. (LO5.4).  

 

6 
Good Historians Have Detailed Knowledge And Can Write Clearly (LO6). 

They have a detailed understanding of different periods of history and can use 

this knowledge to explain things (LO6.1) They are able to write in clear para-

graphs (LO6.2) and build good historical arguments (LO6.3) 
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Making Progress in History: 

T his sheet aims to give you an overview of the kinds of things good historians 

are able to do. During Key Stage 3 you will be given opportunities to improve 

your skills as an historian. Your feedback this year will keep referring back to the 

6 things we believe good historians are able to do. This will help you to set yourself 

targets and get better at History. Every assessment you do will give you a number 

of points, which will help you keep track of your progress as the year goes on. 

What Do Good Historians Do? 

 1 Good Historians Explain Why Things Happen (LO1). 

They can show how events have many causes and how these link together (LO1.1). They 

can see that some causes are more important than others (LO1.2) and that things hap-

pen due to the actions of people but also other causes eg. the economy or politics 

(LO1.3)  

2 Good Historians Are Skilful At Using Evidence (LO2). 

They can use evidence to make suggestions about what the past was like (LO2.1). 

They can compare different sources (LO2.2) and think about which pieces of evi-

dence are best for answering questions (LO2.3) 

 

 3 Good Historians Think About Different Views In The Past (LO3). 

They understand that people in the past had very different ideas about the world 

than people today (LO3.1). They think about the time in which people lived and how 

this affected them (LO3.2).  

4 Good Historians Understand How Things Changed Or Stayed The Same 

(LO4). 

They understand that things in the past developed and changed over time 

(LO4.1). They understand that sometimes things stayed the same whilst other 

things developed rapidly (LO4.2).  

 

 5 Good Historians Understand Other Historians’ Interpretations of the 

Past (LO5). 

They can identify what other people have said about the past (LO5.1) and under-

stand people’s opinions of historical events (LO5.2). 

 6 Good Historians Have Detailed Knowledge And Can Write Clearly 

(LO6). 

They have a detailed understanding of different periods of history and can use 

this knowledge to explain things (LO6.1) They are able to write in clear para-

graphs (LO6.2) and build good historical arguments (LO6.3) 



As you go through the year you will gain points for each of the 6 assessments you 

complete. This page is for you to fill in every time you get assessment feedback. 

Make sure you update this each time. You should set yourself a goal of where you 

would like to be by the end of the year.   



T his sheet aims to give you an overview of the kinds of things good 

historians are able to do. During Key Stage 3 you will be given 

opportunities to improve your skills as an historian. Your feedback this year will 

keep referring back to the 6 things we believe good historians are able to do.  It 

is important to remember that these 6 things are not just a tick list of things you 

have to do. You will keep coming back to all of these over the course of Key 

Stage 3, especially “Enquiry” which will underpin all you do.  

 

1 
Good Historians Explain Why Things Happen (SP1). 

They can show how events have many causes and how these link together. 

They see that some causes are more important than others and things happen 

due to the actions of people but also other causes eg. the economy or politics. 

2 
Good Historians Understand How Things Changed Or Stayed The Same 

(SP2). 

They understand that things in the past developed and changed over time. 

They understand that sometimes things stayed the same whilst other things 

developed rapidly. They can talk about turning points in history, and judge the pace and 

amount of change . 

 

 

3 
Good Historians Are Skilful At Using Evidence (SP3). 

They can use evidence to make suggestions about what the past was like. They 

can compare different sources and decide on the most useful ones to find out 

about a topic. They are also careful to think about how reliable evidence is  

4 
Good Historians Think About Interpretations Of The Past (SP4). 

They examine other historians’ interpretations carefully’ They think hard about 

why people interpreting the past have made particular claims and about the 

kind of evidence on which they were based. They think about the context in 

which historical interpretations were created and how this affects them. 

 

 

5 
Good Historians Understand Historical Significance (SP5). 

They can show how people or events caused changes to happen in history. 

They are able to assess what events reveal about past societies. They are able 

to make their own criteria for making judgements about significance.  

6 
Good Historians Understand Historical Perspectives SP6). 

They understand that people in the past had very different ideas about the 

world than people today. They think about the time in which people lived and 

how this affected them.  

 

 

7 
Good Historians Can Conduct Historical Enquiries. 

They know how to ask questions, suggest possible answers, refine their claims 

and support these with evidence. They can communicate their findings clearly 

and pursue enquiries with independence  

What Do Good Historians Do? 


