E

LO1: Cause & Consequence

xplaining why things in the past happened is a key skill in

History. It means looking at a whole range of reasons and

beginning to see links between them – a bit like a web! It also
means choosing the right evidence to prove that what you are
saying could be true.

Change happens because of
MULTIPLE CAUSES. These create
a WEB of related causes and
consequences.

Different causes have different
LEVELS OF INFLUENCE. Some
causes are more important than
other causes.

MASTERED
I can identify MULTIPLE CAUSES
of an historical change. I can
EXPLAIN how these causes led to

the change.

MASTERED
I am able to rank or order causes
depending on their INFLUENCE on
events or their IMPORTANCE.

Historical changes happen

MASTERED

because the ACTIONS of people

I can show how people’s ACTIONS

but also the CONDITIONS (eg.

were influenced by their

social, economic etc.) in which

CONDITIONS (social, political etc.)

people lived.

and how both led to change.

LO2: Historical Evidence

U

nderstanding historical evidence means unpicking the
meaning of historical sources. However, good historians

also know that sources are not simply bits of information about
the past, they have been created by people. This means we
need to think carefully about who made them, for what purpose
and with what audience in mind.

When we write history we need to
use historical evidence. Historians
make INFERENCES from a variety
of sources explain the past.

Historical evidence must be
COMPARED so that claims are not
made based on single pieces of
evidence.

MASTERED
I can draw INFERENCES from
historical evidence. These go
beyond just the things the sources

say directly.

MASTERED
I COMPARE sources to help draw
INFERENCES about the past. I
think about whether each source
is correct.

Historical evidence has multiple

MASTERED

uses. The UTILITY of a piece of

I can explain the UTILITY of a

historical evidence depends on

source and show how it depends

what question you are trying to

upon the question being asked.

answer with it.

UTILITY is not a fixed value.

Working means thinking about how

MASTERED

the AUTHOR, intended AUDIENCE

I am able to explain how the

and PURPOSE of an historical

AUTHOR, AUDIENCE and PURPOSE

source might affect its WEIGHT as

of a source might affect its

evidence.

WEIGHT as evidence.

O

LO3: World Views

ne of the most important parts of understanding history is

trying to see the past on its own terms. Understanding

’world views’ can be a very rewarding experience. It helps us to
develop a proper respect for the lives of the people we are
studying and also helps develop skills of empathy which are very
valuable in the modern world too!

There are major differences

MASTERED

between modern WORLD-VIEWS

I identify differences in WORLD-

and those of people in the past.

VIEWS in the past and am careful

This means their beliefs, values

to try to understand people’s

and motivations.

motives.

The WORLD-VIEWS of people in
the past are best understood by
thinking about the CONTEXT in
which people lived.

MASTERED
I use historical CONTEXT to try to
explain the actions of people in
the past. I show a respect for
people in the past.

Understanding someone’s WORLD-

MASTERED

VIEW does not mean guessing, it

I use evidence to draw

means using evidence to find out

INFERERENCES about how people

about how people thought and felt

thought and felt. I understand the

in the past.

limitations of this approach.

People had very different

MASTERED

(DIVERSE) experiences of the

I am able to show and explain a

events in the past. Understanding

range of different points of view

DIVERSITY is key to understanding

on past events. I use evidence to

history.

show the DIVERSITY of the past.

LO4: Change and Continuity

U

nderstanding ‘change & continuity’ means describing the
ways in which things change or stay the same over time.

Discussions of change and continuity will involve talking about
the types of changes which happened, and how quickly these
happened.

The past is not always the same.

MASTERED

There are CHANGES which happen

I am able to identify CHANGES

to societies over time. It is

which have occurred between two

possible to see DEVELOPMENTS

points in history as well as things

between two periods of history.

that stayed the same.

Sometimes things CHANGE in

MASTERED

history whilst other things STAY

I can show how CHANGE and

THE SAME. CHANGE and

CONTINUITY are act together. I

CONTINUITY work together over

show how both are present in the

time.

past.

CHANGE can be described as a

MASTERED

FLOW. It is possible to describe its

I understand that CHANGE is a

PACE and EXTENT. It is also

FLOW and can explain its PACE

possible to identify TURNING

and EXTENT over time. I can

POINTS.

identify TURNING POINTS.

A

LO5: Interpretations

n ‘historical interpretation’ is more than simply a person’s
view

on

what

happened

in

the

past,

it

is

someone

deliberately explaining the past in a particular way. It is vital to
understand ‘interpretations’ and how they are made as each one
will try to convince you of their own viewpoint.

Historical interpretations are
everywhere. The past is not fixed
but CONSTRUCTED through
interpretations.

It is possible to draw INFERENCES
from interpretations of the past.
This will reveal the MESSAGE of a
particular interpretation.

MASTERED
I can explain that an historical
interpretation is a
CONSTRUCTION of the past. I see

the past as CONSTRUCTED.

MASTERED
I can show the key MESSAGES of
an interpretation by drawing
INFERENCES from it.

The APPROACH of an author must

MASTERED

always be considered. This means

I show that interpretations are a

considering their VIEWPOINT,

product of an APPROACH which

PURPOSE, AUDIENCE and

includes the author’s view,

EVIDENCE chosen.

purpose, audience and evidence.

Historical interpretations must be

MASTERED

understood with a knowledge of

I show that interpretations are the

the CONTEXT in which they were

product of their CONTEXT (time &

created and what conditions and

place). I explain them in their own

views existed at the time.

terms.

O

LO6: Knowledge & Writing
ne of the most important skills you develop in history is
the ability to communicate clearly and precisely. History

often asks you to juggle evidence and form a line of argument
to answer a question. These kinds of skills are highly valuable
in all sorts of professions from business, to medicine to law.
Being a good historian means being a good communicator.

Historical knowledge and evidence

MASTERED

is used to develop and prove an

I give multiple pieces of evidence

argument. Historical evidence

to back up the points I am making.

should be ACCURATE and

These are both ACCURATE and

RELEVANT.

RELEVANT.

All writing needs a clear structure.

MASTERED

This means INTRODUCING your

I have a clear structure in my

work, developing ideas in

writing. This means an

PARAGRAPHS and reaching an

introduction, IDEA paragraphs and

overall CONCLUSION.

focused conclusion.

All historical essays require some

MASTERED

form of ARGUMENT to develop.

I am able to write a clear

This means you need to clearly

argument which makes sense. I

answer the question set and build

make clear links to the question

a clear line of ARGUMENT

throughout.

